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A Call to End Gun Violence

We, the Bethesda UMC, are grieving for the victims of this senseless crime inflicted on the community of Uvalde, 
Texas. We remember the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting ten years ago, and the nation said, “Never again.” 
However, we lost another nineteen little children and two teachers today to gun violence. We pray for the victim’s 

families for comfort and God’s peace.

The United Methodist Church calls to end gun violence 
(2016 Book of Resolutions #3428) by prayerfully urging all 
United Methodists to address gun violence in their local 
context. The BUMC has an active Gun Violence Prevention 
Ministry. Click here for resources: https://bit.ly/3GeoUps.

Dear God,

Joy cometh in the Morning as your Scripture tells us, and 
we hope it is true. We live now in what feels like the darkest 
night, and we are experiencing another unthinkable tragedy. 
Nineteen children and two of their teachers were shot in their 
school, only a week after senseless shootings in a church and 
grocery store. God, embrace those grieving all these tragedies. 
Comfort those who lost a loved one. Help us who, even 
though far away, are at a loss for words and a loss of peace. 
Empower us all to pursue justice and peace, God, and protect 
your children. We know that your love is the only way to live. 
Joy will come in the Morning if your will is done; let it be God, 
Lord, in your Mercy. Amen.

Susan Bender, Chair of The Gun Violence Prevention 
Team
Rev. Dr. HiRho Park, Lead Pastor
Dr. Shaw Brewer, Minister of Worship and Justice
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Worship
Praying Together

There are two opportunities during the week to join 
with others from our church in prayer. You’re invited to 
stop by the church on Wednesdays at noon and be part 
of a Taizé Prayer Service. This time of worship includes 
communion and will be led by Rev. HiRho and/or Rev. 
Scott. Then, on Thursdays at noon, you are invited to 
be part of an online prayer time with Shaw Brewer and 
others from our congregation. Email Shaw for the Zoom 
link.

Online Prayer Requests
BUMC has a tool to make it easier to share your prayer 
requests. We invite you to 
complete our Online Prayer 
Request Form (washmorefeet.
org/pray) and let us know the 
people and situations that are 
on your heart. You can ask 
to have a name added to our 
prayer list, which is printed and 
available to members of our 
faith community, or to keep 
your request private within our 
prayer team. And of course, you 
are always welcome to email Rev. HiRho or Rev. Scott 
directly. Please know that our prayer 
team will be praying for you and your 
loved ones throughout the week.

Altar Flowers
Want to help beautify our altar 
for worship on Sundays while also 
remembering or honoring a loved one? 
We invite you to sign up to provide an 
arrangement of flowers on the Sunday 
of your choice. You can have us place an 
order from our florist, order one yourself 
from your choice of florist, or make your 
own arrangement from flowers picked 
from your garden. Just let us know your preference on 
our online signup (washmorefeet.org/flowers).

Questions?  Contact Sue O’Hara.

Re-Entry Update
In response to updates from CDC and Montgomery 
County Public Schools, the Re-Entry Team has decided 
to accelerate the timeline for returning to more 
normal gatherings. Masking became optional for all 
participants who are vaccine eligible (ages 5 and up) 
for worship and Sunday School effective Sunday, 
March 27. For indoor activities focused on children 
who are not vaccine eligible, including Pre-K - Grade 
1 Sunday School, Kids With Purpose and the Nursery, 
universal masking will still be required for those age 2 
and up.

For other activities such as small group gatherings, 
committee meetings, music rehearsals, visits to the 
church building during the week, etc., the Team 
clarified the existing policy of following CDC guidelines 
and allowing masking to be optional for fully 

vaccinated people.

We will continue to have 
sanitizing stations available 
and encourage people to 
continue practicing good hand 
hygiene. Signs will be updated 
to reflect that mask wearing 
is optional, and that people 
who have symptoms of illness 
should refrain from gathering in 
person. Ventilation will remain 

a focus to ensure fresh air throughout the building.

We encourage those who wish to wear 
a mask to do so. We encourage all to 
respect the comfort level of others for 
physical spacing and interaction.

We want to update you in order to 
allow people to be aware of this 
change, so that each of you can make 
informed decisions about your choices 
and have a chance to ask questions 
about our policy. We will continue 
to follow updates from the County 
and CDC and will adjust our policy if 
necessary.

As always, if you have any questions or 
concerns, please feel free to contact me or the pastors.

God’s peace,
Jack Fisher, Re-Entry Team Chair

Ways to Give
1. Online: Go to washmorefeet.org/give
2. Text-to-Give: Text the amount of your 

donation to 301-679-7266
3. Mail a check to the church office

Summer Worship Schedule
Starting May 29th, we will worship together at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary in person or online at washmorefeet.
org/livestream.  We look forward to staying connected 
with you all through out the summer season!

Summer is the perfect time to invite friends and 
neighbors!  Help spread the word that Bethesda 
UMC is open, worshiping, and wonderful!
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Worship and Study
Summer Sermon Series  

and Small Group Bible Study
 
How did Jesus adapt his parables for his first-century audience? Why did the 
parables always leave people, including the disciples, perplexed? Why did he 
need to use them in the first place? And what do they have to say to us? We’ll look 
at the parables using Amy-Jill Levine’s book, Short Stories by Jesus, to answer these 
questions. 

We will examine the Parables in two ways using Dr. Levine’s book. First, Rev. 
HiRho will lead a sermon series, and Shaw Brewer will facilitate a Tuesday night 
Bible study. 

We will look at the parables in new and exciting ways as a result of the sermon 
series and study. We’ll consider the original Jewish audience and how they might 
have understood them. Then we will consider them from our point of view to see 
how they can teach and challenge us today. 

We hope you’ll join us for this challenging study full of short stories that should 
be on everyone’s summer reading list. Email shawbrewer@gmail.com for more 
information or to sign up for the Bible study. 

Schedule
 
 Sermons  Parable    Bible Study Dates (hybrid at 7:30 p.m.)

 June 26th   Lost Sheep, Lost Coin, Lost Son  June 21st 
 July 3rd   The Good Samaritan   June 28th
 July 10th   The Pearl of Great Price   July 5th 
 July 17th   The Mustard Seed   July 12th
 July 24th   The Laborers in the Vineyard  July 19th
 July 31st  The Widow and the Judge  July 26th 

New Members - we extend a 
warm welcome to the following 
persons who joined the BUMC 

family on May 15th:

Debra & Nick Rahn
Nancy Davidian

Prayer Bites in the Narthex
Does it sound delicious?  We invite all seasoned members 
(older adults) of the BUMC to join us for prayer and 
fellowship on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

Our first meeting will be on June 15th from 12:00 - 1:00 pm. 
Bring your sandwich, and we will provide beverages. Come 
and share what is going on in your life!  We look forward to 
seeing you.

If you have any questions or need a ride, please contact 
Rev. HiRho at 301-652-2990.
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Children
Summer Safe Sanctuaries Training 

for all Volunteers who work with Children and/or Youth 
& VBS Training for all VBS Volunteers

All VBS Volunteers must attend one 
of the hour-long trainings to be 
able to work with children during 
VBS.

All teachers who teach children and 
youth and all volunteers who work 
with our youth are welcome to join 
us for the Safe Sanctuaries portion 
if you want to complete your 
annual training in June. Additional 
training opportunities will be 
offered in August before Sunday 
School programming resumes this 
fall.

June 12
Safe Sanctuaries Training:  

1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.

VBS Training: 1:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Location:  Sanctuary

June 15
Safe Sanctuaries Training:  

7:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

VBS Training 8:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Location:  Sanctuary

KIDS WITH PURPOSE  
Summer 2022

It is approaching summertime, and Kids with Purpose will 
be learning about places around the world!

We invite all children in Pre-K through Grade 3 to join us 
after the Children’s Message for 
Kids with Purpose, a mission-
oriented program that takes 
place during worship. Children 
return to their parents during 
the closing hymn.

We are super excited to have 
guests with us this summer 
who will be teaching our 

children about Pakistan, India, Nigeria, Peru, Algeria, 
Tunisia, and Ecuador!

Throughout the summer, Kids with Purpose will also 
do two fundraisers to support the work of Heifer 
International. Be on the lookout for our Heifer Table on 
July 31 and August 28, and consider making a generous 
donation. Support transformational change from the 
ground up. Heifer projects provide animals, training and 
basic necessities to help families lift themselves out of 
poverty. For more information about the great work that 
Heifer does, go to www.Heifer.org.

BUMC Kids, THANK YOU for your 
Participation in Worship!

Who Wants to SERVE in WORSHIP 
this summer?

Thanks to all of the 
children who have 
helped us with 
worship these past 
months!
We appreciate your 
participation ... 
acolyting and reading 
Scripture.
Summer is a great 
time to learn to serve 
in new ways.  Do 
you want to learn to 

acolyte, help with a Children’s Message, sing a song?  Email 
Beth@washmorefeet.org if there are ways your child and/
or family would like to lead in worship.

VBS Registration Closes on June 6
This is your final chance to register your 
children for VBS 2022, Food Truck Party - 
On A Roll with God! Registration closes on 
June 6, so directors can finalize crew lists and 
job assignments. Questions?  Email VBS@
washmorefeet.org.

Questions?  
Email Beth@washmorefeet.org
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Serve
WE NEED THREE MORE 

VOLUNTEERS TO SIGN UP FOR A 
MONTH FOR OUR BUMC LITTLE 

FREE FOOD PANTRY
Our BUMC Little Free Food Pantry (located along 
Huntington Parkway beside our parking lot) 
continues to be very popular. People stop by early in 
the morning or late at night to take things they need. 

So far, we have BUMC volunteers who have signed 
up for all the months EXCEPT for JULY, AUGUST AND 
OCTOBER. In a few cases individuals have teamed 
up with friends or other families to purchase the 
canned food and supplies for the month.  

The types of things people take from the Little Free 
Food Pantry are cans of soup, spaghetti sauce, 
vegetables, fruits, tuna, canned chicken, peanut 
butter and pasta. We are also hoping our members 
will make donations of the very popular non-food 
and toiletry items (single rolls of toilet paper, 
can openers, small flash lights, feminine hygiene 
products, bars of soap, small soap bottles, mini-
toothpastes, toothbrushes, deodorant, mini bottles 
of shampoo/conditioner, band-aids, disinfectant, 
etc.) for the pantry. 

You are welcome to put a few of these items directly 
into the pantry and place additional duplicates in the 
plastic bin in the BUMC Narthex for use later.   

Try to remember that glass items are too risky and 
cans with easy-open lids are preferable.  

If you would like to volunteer for JULY, AUGUST 
OR OCTOBER please contact Janet Edmonds, 
j.edmonds@erols.com.

Rise Against Hunger
All who participated in May’s Rise Against Hunger event 
had a great time and made a real difference. Won’t you 
join us next time?
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Teacher Appreciation
Adult Sunday School

Don Ross
Shaw Brewer

Lance Leverenz
Sue Owen

Dennis Williams
Albert Sim
Jan Kang

Youth Sunday School - Confirmation
Pat Kirwan

Shelley Yeutter

Youth Sunday School - High School
Francesca Ugolini
Kristen Johnson

Children’s Sunday School
Amanda Kantner

Rosie Cooper
Meg McKinney
Jae Edmonds

Marilyn Wilkins
Janet Edmonds

Rachel Ortiz
Shannon Snypp

Kids With Purpose
Emily Cevallos - Lead Teacher

Dennis Williams
Laura Sim

Julie Petrossian
Susan Bender
David Decker

Christina Ahlgren

Committee on Children’s Ministries and Teachers
Lisa Nevans-Locke

Louis Wilkins
Mary Clayton Carr

Emily Cevallos
Dennis Williams
Julie Petrossian

Laura Sim

Nursery Care Providers
Saima Shaikh

Bobby Ahmed

Children’s Ministries Special Volunteer
Edna Russell
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We are grateful for our teachers
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Church Works
How is God Calling You?

 
When new members, including our confirmands, join the church they are asked “to faithfully 
participate in its ministries by their prayers, their presence, their gifts, their service, and their 
witness.” We’d like you to discern where you see yourself serving here at BUMC.
 
We still have open committee and leadership positions for our next term of service which begins 
at the end of June. Every year we look for volunteers to fill the needs of our committees and 
Church Council. We still have a large need in our finance committee and related areas. Do you 
have a background in fundraising, accounting, billing, bookkeeping, or finance? Please 
consider being on our Finance Committee as a member, and/or assisting with our annual 
stewardship campaign. We are also looking for someone to shadow/learn from Heidi 
Hanson, our treasurer, as she begins her final year of her term serving as our church treasurer. 
We also still have additional openings on all our current committees that we hope to fill by June 
30th when our next terms begin. 

Please prayerfully consider how God might be calling you to serve this year and feel free to reach 
out to me or any of our current leaders listed below. It’s not too late to serve our church with 
your talents!

Lay Leadership Committee Co-Chair Debbie Reed-Gillette

GROW (Children, Youth and Adult Education) 

Beth Reilly (Children)
Kara Peace (Youth)
Lisa Nevans-Locke (Children)
Janine Gregory (Adult)

SERVE (All of our Outreach Committees) 

Susan Bender
Shannon Snypp

WORSHIP (All Worship Ministries & Worship 
Volunteers)

Sue O’Hara
Bill Allman

CHURCH COUNCIL Mike Moran

CONNECT (All of our Connect Ministries) 

Rebecca Conley
Lynn Koenig
Mary Ann Toomey

OPERATIONS

Finance: Bob Gillette 
Stewardship: Joanna Miller 
Treasurer: Heidi Hanson 
Trustees: Riley Williams 
SPRC: John Euler

REV. SCOTT & FAMILY’S FAREWELL
On Sunday, June 12, we will send our Associate Pastor, Rev. Scott Bostic and his family, off to his new church in DC.  At 
10:00am there will be a worship service for him where we will present Rev. Scott and his wife, Anna, with farewell gifts.  We 
will host a reception after worship where you will have the opportunity to wish them well in person.  His daughter, Brooklyn’s 
last day at BUMC will be Sunday, June 5.

Here are some ways you can participate:

• Donate to Camp Manidokan in honor of Rev. Scott. To contribute online, use the Give Online tab on the church 
website and look for the category marked “Love Offering Rev. Scott,” or send a check to the church office marked 
“Scott Love Offering.”  The money collected will be donated to Camp Manidokan.  Or you can donate directly to Camp 
Manidokan: https://www.bwccampsandretreats.com/donate/

• Send personal notes and cards for Rev. Scott and his family to the church office.  You may include gift cards to Starbucks 
or Nandos.
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Witness
POOR PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN MARCH

On Saturday June 18th, BUMC’s Racial Justice and 
our Hunger and Feeding Ministries will be leading 
a delegation of interested members to join the 

Baltimore-Washington Conference in participating in 
the Poor People’s and Low-Wage Workers Assembly 
Moral March on Washington. The Baltimore-Washington 
conference is meeting at 8:30 a.m. at the U.S. Botanic 
Gardens in Washington DC (100 Maryland Avenue SW) to 
march together as United Methodists. The conference will 
join thousands of people from different faith traditions and 
organizations from across the nation.

If interested in joining from BUMC, Beth Reilly and 
Shannon Snypp will lead a group downtown, and we 
welcome all to join! The BUMC group will meet at the 
Bethesda Metro at 7:15 a.m., and we will aim to catch a 
metro leaving the Station around 7:30 a.m.

The Poor People’s Campaign, also called the Poor 
People’s March, was a political campaign led by Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr, and the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) that culminated in a demonstration 
held in Washington DC in 1968, in which participants 
demanded that the government formulate a plan to help 
redress the employment and housing problems of the 
poor throughout the United States. The SCLC’s aim for the 
Poor People’s Campaign was to address broadly economic 
inequalities with nonviolent direct action. The SCLC’s vision 
was that the campaign would be the most sustainable, 
massive, and widespread effort of civil disobedience 
undertaken by any social movement in U.S. history.

This year, the Poor People’s Campaign recognizes the 
number of people around the United States that have 
suffered before the COVID-19 pandemic hit and the 
number of people who continue to suffer from economic 
challenges and instability. The campaign is focusing 
on the “Third Reconstruction,” which is a revival of our 
constitutional commitment to establish justice, provide 
for the general welfare, end decades of austerity, and 
recognize that polices that center on the 140 million poor 
and low-income people in the country are also good 
economic policies that can heal and transform the nation.

Learn how you can make a difference at the Moral March 
on Washington on June 18.

More than Prayers - Do Something!
June 23-26

Gun Lock Safety Sunday is a nationwide call to action 
to lock up guns and store them safely. Simply locking up 
guns could significantly reduce gun deaths. Here at BUMC 
we were ahead of the game and displayed safe firearm 
storage methods at a recent event in May, but please, 
please - share this with your friends and family across the 
country. And send them some gun safety cards (contact 
susanbender@comcast.net)   It’s something we can do 
about it.

Remember, too, to wear orange June 3-5 and tell others 
about the toll of gun violence in our nation.

On June 6th at 7:30 p.m. in the Narthex there will be an  in-
person planning meeting of GVP Ministry. Please join us-all 
are welcome.

Pride 2022
On Saturday evening, June 11, a group from our church 
will march in the Pride Parade. Furthermore, on June 12th, 
the church will have a booth at the 
Pride celebration. Then, on June 19th, 
following worship, there will be an 
informal gathering in Founders Hall.

The pride celebrations honor the 
LBGTQ+ community and the gay 
rights movement. Because we are a 
reconciling church, it is critical that we 
connect with people in the LBGTQ+ 
community. We’re reaching out to the 
community to let them know our church is a safe place.

Please contact Dennis Williams if you have any questions 
about our events or our outreach to the LBGTQ+ 
community. On June 12, we could really use your 
assistance at the booth. If you are willing to assist, please 
contact Denniswilliams66@yahoo.com.

Racial Justice Witnessing Vigil
BUMC’s commitment to racial justice witnessing will 
continue during the summertime. We invite you to join 
the Racial Justice Team on the Old Georgetown Road side 
of the church on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month 
starting on June 12th at 5:00 pm. Be the witness for Christ 
who died and resurrected for all people!

Meet our new Minister of 
Worship and Justice

Join us after service on Sunday, June 26 
(hybrid) or on zoom Monday, June 27 
at 7:00 p.m., for a Meet-and-Ask with 
our new Minister of Worship and Justice, 
Shaw Brewer. She will discuss how she 
sees her role at our church and her call 
to pursue ordination as an ordained 
deacon. She will also take any questions 
you might have. Come find out who she is and what this 
means for our church! Email shawbrewer@gmail.com for 
more information or to get the zoom link.
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Name:    Date:  Years:

Louis & Marilyn Wilkins  June 02  15
Marie-Josee Ntihabose  June 03  15
Paul & Wendy Whitaker  June 05  11
Angie & Robert Kronenberg June 12  28
David & Virginia Dansie  June 14  41
Karen & Michael Fratantoni June 18  27
James & Sandy Long  June 18  44
Sharon & William Coale  June 19  50
Dana & Lisa Sippel  June 20  34
Chris & Missy Warrington June 23  3
Howard & Carlee Hallman June 25  66
Gordon & Helen Smith  June 30  65

June 01 Darlene Forte
 Trevor Hasibante
June 02 Megan Baldwin
 Eden Borchert
 Sophie Clarke
 Deborah Cooper
 Laura  Gilbert
 Jodie Paustian
June 03 Ryan Murphy
June 04 Laurie Martin-Vermilyea
 Tatiana Teixeira
June 05 David Freeland
 Brady Gunnarsson
 Alex Page
 Amelia Peters
 Naakua Blankson
 Emma Bridges
 Kathryn Weiland
June 07 Sharon North
 John Whitman
June 09 James Gillette
 Jeremy Nevans Locke
 Matthew Remson
June 10 Barbara Bickford
 Connie Hutchinson
June 11 Mae Holland
 Allison Welch
June 12 Carolyn Hanna
 Debra Reed-Gillette

June Anniversaries

June Birthdays

Membership Updates
Summer Choir Dates

Come sing with the choir during the summer!  We don’t 
sing every Sunday, and we don’t rehearse on Thursday 
nights, but we do still sing during worship on occasion.  We 
gather around 9:15 a.m. on Sunday morning to rehearse 
and then sing at the 10:00 a.m. service. All are welcome - 
keep an eye on the Messenger and Weekend Update for 
reminders.

We’ve chosen the following dates to sing this summer: June 
12 (Rev. Scott’s last Sunday), July 3 (Communion), July 24, 
and August 14.

Join us!

Save the date: On Saturday, October 15, BUMC will 
resume the honored and fun tradition of the “open mic” 
Folk Fest.

This is a musical gathering where one and all can come 
and perform a song or two at church. It is risk-free with an 
affirming and appreciative audience as well as desserts/
snacks.

Folk fest has been a really fun time over the past decade 
or so. In fact, one member of the church told me that Folk 
Fest is the reason that he first came to BUMC!

You can perform any kind of song (does not have to be 
“folk” music). You can perform with others or solo and with 
the instrument of your choosing (or not). We are open to 
all ages and would love to have kids!

It is the safest way to release your inner melodies beyond 
your shower or car.

So come on down at 5:00 p.m. to the Sanctuary on 
Saturday, October 15 at BUMC and enjoy!!

June 13 Lisa Jackson
 Michael Mitchell
 Bette Williams
June 14 Johnathon Browning
June 15 Ana Kirvan
 Harrison Pritchett
June 16 Kendra Johnson
June 18 Cougar Early
 Scott Warrington
June 20 Benjamin Baisinger-Rosen
 Jacob Couch
June 20 Heidi Hanson
 Evie Kirvan
June 21 Reed Martin
 Joshua Miller
 Vince Sabatano
June 22 Cameron King
 Claire Vermilyea
June 23 Meredith Carver
June 24 Maddox Cevallos
 Neva Morgan
June 25 Helen Smith
June 26 Judy Carver
 John Euler
June 27 Jesse Siegel
June 29 Andrew Cave
 Margaret Jagger
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Contact Us
www.washmorefeet.org 

301-652-2990

Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. HiRho Park
hrpark@washmorefeet.org

Associate Pastor: Rev. Scott Bostic
scott@washmorefeet.org

Music Ministry
Chris Warrington (Director): chris@washmorefeet.org 
Max Nolin (Choir Conductor): max@washmorefeet.org 
Gail Williams (Bethesda Bells): gailwilltoo@verizon.net

Christian Education
Beth Reilly: beth@washmorefeet.org

Student Ministries
Kara Peace: kpeace@washmorefeet.org

Communications 
Steven Martin: communications@washmorefeet.org

Administrative Assistant
Kris Hoxha: kris@washmorefeet.org

the Messenger
Bethesda United Methodist Church 
8300 Old Georgetown Road Bethesda, MD 20814

301-652-2990 
Bethesdaumc@washmorefeet.org 
www.washmorefeet.org 
@BethesdaUMCmd


